February 23, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

We, the members of the Student Committee of Librarians Without Borders at the University of British Columbia (LWB@UBC), write this letter with great concern regarding the most recent attacks against the Comité Campesino del Altiplano (CCDA), in particular the robbery of over 18,000 pounds of green coffee (café pergamino) and letters that have threatened the physical integrity of Leocadio Juracán, the National Coordinator of the CCDA and his family.  Since 2008, the CCDA has denounced attacks against its members and to date, no investigation has been carried out by the Public Prosecutor’s Office (Ministerio Público). Given the severity of the recent events, we strongly urge the Ministerio Público to fully investigate these crimes in order to arrest and prosecute the material and intellectual authors of these events. 

We urge the Ministerio Público and the Ministerio de Gobernación, with the support of the PDH and COPREDEH, to investigate these acts against the CCDA, and the Juracán family, so that those defending human rights in Guatemala can work free of persecution and that aggressions against human rights defenders do not remain in impunity.

The mission of LWB@UBC is to provide outreach, education and fundraising in support of Librarians Without Borders. LWB@UBC is committed to working with organizations such as the CCDA to foster international solidarity and strengthen ties between ourselves and the developing world. We depend on the fair trade coffee produced by the CCDA for our fundraising efforts, which go towards a variety of projects in the developing world aimed at improving access to education and information literacy. 

We strongly urge the appropriate State Authorities to ensure the life, safety and physical integrity of the leadership and associates of the CCDA be guaranteed, as well as that of all members of the Juracán family.

Sincerely,
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The Student Committee of Librarians Without Borders at the University of British Columbia
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